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APPEARANCES

There are no appearances by any party.

The Court, having taken the above-entitled matter under submission on 01/10/2025 and having fully

considered the arguments of all parties, both written and oral, as well as the evidence presented, now

rules as follows: 

 

 

MOTION FOR FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 

Plaintiff’s motion for final approval of the parties’ class action settlement is GRANTED. The Court

approves the following distributions: 

 

1. Attorney’s fees in the amount of $841,667 or 1/3 of the GSA. The Court finds this amount to be a

reasonable result in light of the quality of the result obtained, the work performed by class counsel, a

review of the billing records provided, and the estimated lodestar. In particular, the Court notes that

counsel secured a published appellate decision that favorably resolved the issues in this case. In

approving this amount and examining the billing records provided, the Court is not approving any

particular hourly billing rates proposed by class counsel.  

 

 

2. Litigation costs in the amount of $35,583.48. This amount corresponds to counsel’s estimate at the

second hearing on preliminary approval, per ROA 328. Counsel’s final approval papers claim over

$46,000 in expenses, but there is no explanation of how counsel incurred over $10,000 in expenses

between preliminary approval and today. The Court accordingly awards the amount listed in the

preliminary approval papers.  

 

 

3. Administration costs in the amount of $18,004, per the administrator’s declaration.  
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4. An enhancement of $15,000 to Plaintiff. In making this award, the Court has considered the factors set

forth in Golba v. Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc. (2015) 238 Cal.App.4th 1251 and Clark v. Am. Residential

Servs. LLC (2009) 175 Cal.App.4th 785. In particular, the Court notes both the positive appellate

outcome discussed above and the fact that Plaintiff could only vindicate his (and the class’s) right to

compliant background checks by publicly revealing a criminal conviction that otherwise would have been

more private. 

 

 

Pursuant to CCP § 384(b), Plaintiff shall submit to the Court a final report on or before July 31, 2025

setting forth the actual amounts paid to class members and other amounts disbursed pursuant to the

settlement. Upon receiving the report, the Court will determine whether further reports and/or a hearing

will be necessary.  

 

Please submit a revised proposed order that conforms to the foregoing for the Court’s signature.

Court orders clerk to give notice.
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